STAFF REPORT - PLANNING

CITY OF TEMECULA
PLANNING COMMISSION
TO: Planning Commission Chairperson and members of the Planning
Commission
FROM: Matt Peters, Director of Community Development

DATE OF MEETING:  October 15, 2025

PREPARED BY: Eric Jones, Associate Planner 11
PROJECT
SUMMARY: Long Range Project Application Number LR25-0123, an Ordinance

of the City Council of the City of Temecula amending Chapter 17 of
the Temecula Municipal Code regarding off-premises sign standards,
and make a finding of exemption under California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA) Section 15061(B)(3)

RECOMMENDATION: Adopt a Resolution recommending that the City Council adopt the
proposed Ordinance.

CEQA: Exempt per CEQA Section 15061(B)(3)

BACKGROUND SUMMARY

The City of Temecula City Council adopted the Municipal Code in January 1990. Since its
adoption, the City Council has periodically made amendments to various sections of the Code to
improve its clarity, implement policy, and to make necessary corrections or changes. The proposed
amendments are for Title 17 (Zoning) only. The proposed amendments do not result in an increase
in the intensity or density of any land use above what is currently allowed in accordance with the
Municipal Code and General Plan.

Pursuant to Government Code Section 65800, the Planning Commission is required to review and
make recommendations to the City Council regarding zoning regulations and amendments to Title
17 (Zoning) of the Temecula Municipal Code.

The City’s Code enforcement division has always been proactive when working with signage in
the City. As a result, signage has remained esthetically consistent with code requirements and the
built environment. However, election signs, and other signs placed in the public right-of-way, have
become more challenging due to a lack of clear and specific code requirements regarding how the
City can remove signs that are outside of code requirements and/or have become a nuisance.
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In addition, over the last few election cycles, candidates and Council Members have expressed a
desire to reform the existing practices related to the enforcement of election signs. Feedback has
included making the sign requirements easier to find and writing the requirements in plain
language. This prompted staff to craft an amendment to Title 17. The goal was to craft an
Ordinance that would provide clarity on all aspects related to election signage as well as other non-
commercial and commercial signage placed in the public right-of-way. If adopted, the Ordinance
would become effective on January 1, 2026.

Listed below is a summary of the proposed changes to Title 17. This is discussed in greater detail
in the analysis section, which follows:

PROPOSED CHANGES TO TITLE 17

Section 17.28.050.0.2 (Non-Commercial Off-Premises Signs)

1. Amend this section to provide revised requirement language associated with Non-
commercial and commercial off premises -signs consistent with the proposed
Ordinance.

ANALYSIS

Section 17.28.050.0 (Noncommercial Off-Premises Signs)

The proposed amendment would refine the standards associated with all Non-Commercial and
commercial Off-Premises Signs. These sign types include election signs. As further detailed in
Exhibit A, the proposed Ordinance would provide the following Code revisions:

Allow signs to remain installed up to 10 days after an election;

Clarify sign height requirements;

Prohibit obscuring the view of any government directional sign;

Prohibit signs that mar, deface, or damage any public building, structure, or property or

otherwise endanger public safety or create any type of public nuisance;

Require signs to be a minimum of 12 inches apart in any direction;

e Prohibit the removal, destruction, relocation, or otherwise disturbance of an off-premises
non-commercial or commercial sign without the permission of the owner of the sign (does
not apply to private property owner when such signs are placed on private property);

e State that any non-commercial or commercial off-premises signs that are erected, placed,

or maintained on any public property, including the public right-of-way, shall be deemed

abandoned and may be immediately discarded.”

The project was presented to the Planning Commission Municipal Code Subcommittee on
September 3, 2025. Staff also presented the project to the City Council General Plan Update Ad
Hoc Subcommittee on September 9, 2025. Both subcommittees were supportive of the proposed
amendments.
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LEGAL NOTICING REQUIREMENTS
Notice of the public hearing was published in The Press-Enterprise on October 2, 2025.
ENVIRONMENTAL DETERMINATION

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act, the proposed project has been
deemed to be categorically exempt from further environmental review pursuant to State CEQA
Guidelines Section 15061(b)(3). The Ordinance establishes citywide regulations with regard to
election signs. These are temporary signs erected only during the election period of any official
local, regional, state, or national election, and it can be seen with certainty that there is no
possibility that the project in question may have a significant effect on the environment, the project
is not subject to CEQA.

ATTACHMENTS: 1. PC Resolution
2. Exhibit A — Draft City Council Ordinance
3. Notice of Public Hearing

R:\IAGENDA MANAGER\Planning Commission Items\2025\10152025\[AR-25-500] LR25-0123 Election Sign Ord NonCommercial Off-
Premises Sign (EJ) City Atty (Delay)\00. PC Staff Report.docx3



